Parent Ambassadors
Parent Ambassadors are parents of
young children themselves who
receive a stipend and program
budget in order to put on two to
three programs each month and
together reach at least 10-20 new
families every month in their
neighborhoods.
Last year we piloted the initiative
with 4 ambassadors and this year
we doubled the number to 8,
including two of which focus
specifically on the needs of the
Russian-speaking Jewish
community.
Utilizing parents to engage their
peers means that we are able to
oﬀer more programs at more
times and more locations than
before.

It means that families have the
opportunity to see a new kind
of Jewish role model – instead
of meeting just Jewish
professionals who are actively
engaged in Jewish life, they are
now meeting other parents of
young children who role model
how to weave Judaism into the
regular fabric of their lives.
And finally, we are training the
next generation of Jewish leaders
by recruiting applicants from
around the community, carefully
selecting the warmest and most
engaging individuals, and oﬀering
significant, ongoing training for
the ambassadors.

Families have more options to participate in Jewish programming.
With a team of professionals and parent ambassadors, we oﬀer 25+ programs every month so that families can
choose what is most interesting to them.

Ø From 2016 to 2018, the parent
ambassadors created a 230%
increase in the number of jkidphilly
programs (from 63 to 209). And that
number is set to increase during the
summer.

Ø

“	
  

78% more families participated in
jkidphilly programs last year than the
previous year (from 709 to 1,264).

jkidphilly filled a void in my life that I have had
since I was young.
I have never had close Jewish friends since I did not grow
up in an area with many Jews. Now that I am older it's
amazing to me how many Jewish people live in my
community. I have many new friends that have kids the
same age as my son and it's exciting to know that he will
have something in his life that was always lacking in mine
until now.”

Families have more convenient options.
In the past, the most common request we received from parents was more convenience, either in terms of location or
time of day and week. Now, with so many diﬀerent programs going on, families are able to find program opportunities
in locations and times that are convenient to them.

Ø We now oﬀer ongoing
programming in 6
neighborhoods:
Center City, Delaware County,
Doylestown, Lower Merion,
Lower Bucks County, and
Plymouth Meeting.
Ø This year, we had a 236%
increase in the number of
“repeat customers” – those who
attend 3 or more programs within
a year (from 44 families 2 years
ago to 148 families so far this
year). 	
  

“	
  

As a working parent I found it hard to find programs
during the weekends and so I really appreciated the weekend
and early evening programming oﬀered by jkidphilly. Everyone
was happy and friendly and always a positive environment!”

Families enjoy Jewish experiences.
Parent Ambassadors are great role models who encourage further Jewish community engagement. Families report
that they are engaging with other families, sparking Jewish moments with the children, and increasing their interest in
other Jewish activities.

Ø 93% of participants said they
had a positive Jewish
experience at our programs.

Ø 77% of participants
connected socially with others
from the programs.
Ø 79% of participants reported
the program sparked a
Jewish moment with their
children.
Ø 72% of participants said their
participation sparked their
interest or involvement in
other Jewish programs.

Ø 99% of participants said they
would recommend the
program to a friend!
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Because of programming, we have
become more friendly with a few families
that we were only acquaintances before."
My son still remembers that and
points out the park where we had apples
and honey when we drive by it.”

