
Hachnasat Kehillah:
Welcoming Community

Creating a Welcoming Space



Agenda

Hachnasat 
Kehillah

Unboxing the 
Toolkit

Practice Wrap-up



Hachnasat 
Kehillah

Hachnasat | Welcoming
● Authentic Belonging

● Mirrors and Windows

Kehillah | Who are we welcoming?
● Students

● Families

When do we welcome the community?
Before anyone even steps into the space!



Unboxing the Toolkit

Checklist
What to think about before setting up a 

classroom or planning an event

Resources
Where to get some of the things 

we talked about

Notebook pages
Note what you notice working and 

not working in your space









Let’s Practice!

Teachers:
● Create new classroom
● Choose one center (dramatic play, art, 

etc.)
● Use checklist and resource list and 

describe what’s in it
● Money is no object!

Other Family Influencers
● Design a family program

● Use checklist and describe it

○ where, when, who, what?

● Money is no object!



Questions?



Thank you!
Robin Matthews

rmatthews@jewishlearningventure.org


